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Ceramic Cups
Writer: Angela Zappalá

Grade Level: Pre-K

Related Big Picture Concepts: Function
Subject Areas: Visual Arts, Science, Social Studies 

Duration: 30 min.

Essential Question: How can we use clay to create a useable object?

Abstract: This lesson will focus on how to sculpt a functional object in clay. By sculpting a cup, students will learn routines for working with clay and strategies to create a successful sculpted object. They will also learn that people long ago in Guatemala used similar cups to drink hot chocolate.
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Guatemalan, Maya culture, Cylinder Vase, circa 700-800, ceramic with red, orange, and black on cream slip paint, 7 x 4 5/8 x 4 7/8 in. (17.8 x 11.7 x 12.4 cm), Gift of Mr. John B. Fulling.

North Carolina Foundations Correlations
Cognitive Development: CD-4, CD-5, CD-9, CD-15
Student Learning Objectives

1.  Students will observe and identify the function and form of an item of everyday use and understand how it was made.

2.  Students will practice routines for working with clay and strategies to create a functional object.

Activities

Introduction/ Warm-Up

1. Begin by asking: What did you drink this morning? What was the shape of the object you used to drink out of? Have them describe it with their hands. Share ceramic mugs for students to see and touch.

2. Introduce the image of the Cylinder Vase, and ask students to use their imaginations and describe what kind of drink such a cup could hold and who might use it. Tell students it was made a very long time ago in Guatemala. (Possibly show students the location of Guatemala or Central America on a map.) 

3. Ask the students to guess the material the artist used to make the cup. Tell students that this is a cup used for drinking hot chocolate. 

4. Tell them the cup is made from clay. Clay is a material that comes from the earth (like thick mud). Tell students they are going to make their own cups using clay. Explain that these cups will be artworks, rather than something students will use to drink from.

5. Ask students to describe the important parts of a cup. (Tall sides, bottom, no holes, strong edges.)

6. Demonstrate how to make a cup, using the “pinch pot” method. First, make a ball from the clay. This ball should be a little smaller than the size of a baseball. Using your thumb, demonstrate poking a hole in the center of the ball of clay, while keeping your other fingers on the outside of the clay ball. Then you will use “pinching” fingers to gradually make the hole larger, which at the same time creates the walls of the cup. Emphasize that the cup needs a bottom, so they don’t want to poke all the way through the ball.

7. Tell the students that first they need to warm up their hands (because you need very strong hands to sculpt with clay), and they also need to warm up their clay. Excuse students to their tables to begin working.

Focus Activity Procedure
1. Students should have a piece of brown paper (butcher paper) or a Styrofoam plate with a piece of clay at their place. 

2. Students should roll or pat their clay into a ball and then poke their thumbs in to begin creating their cups, using the “pinch pot” method. 

3. Teachers should circulate and help students with their decisions and problem solving.
4. When students are finished, teachers can write students’ names in marker on their butcher paper or Styrofoam plate and set it in a safe place to dry.

Closing

1. Clean up: extra time should be allowed for hand washing.

2. Gather class for closing routine, and invite the students to describe their cups using descriptive words. Encourage students to also describe how they sculpted their cups and what they would drink from them if they were ancient royalty.

3. Ask students to look for art all around them at home and at school.

Assessments

1. Assess student’s ability to create a functional cup through (1) observation and (2) discussion with student. Have students identify a cup’s parts and characteristics and compare those elements with the works they make.

2. In closing discussion, ask students to identify similarities and differences between their cups and the Cylinder Vase and describe the properties of clay.

Resources

Vocabulary:

clay

Guatemala 

Materials:

· Air-dry clay (terra cotta color)

· Butcher paper or Styrofoam plate

· Different ceramic mugs or cups, handmade if possible

Prep:

Cut up a baseball-size ball of clay for each student, plus extra for demonstration and for students who need more.

It is helpful to place these balls on a baking sheet and cover with a damp towel until ready for use (like biscuits).

Set Up:

Cut a placemat of butcher paper for each student (if not using Styrofoam plates).

Lesson Resources:
 
Extension Activities for Teachers

· Use various malleable sculpting materials at home or school including Play doh, homemade play dough, purchased clay, self-hardening clay, etc. Use for creation of other functional pieces such as plates, utensils, pots, or bowls. Stamped tiles, cookie cutter shapes/ornaments can be used for added texture.

· Once their artwork is dry, students can paint their cups during center time. One possibility is to have the image of Cylinder Vase available so students can see where the writing of the hieroglyphic date is located. Students might want to paint or write their names or make simple line designs as seen. 

Extension Activities for Families

· Call attention to the materials used for functional cups, bowls, and plates at home. Notice if they have painted designs or plain colors. Are some made by hand? Is there a special cup you use for hot chocolate?

Suggested Books for Classroom Library

Gibbons, Gail. The Pottery Place. Harcourt Childrens Books, 1987. [ISBN-13: 978-0152632656]

Hill, Laban Carrick. Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. [ISBN-13-978-0316107310]
Luxbacher, Irene. 1 2 3 I Can Sculpt! Kids Can Press, 2007. [ISBN 973-1-55453-038-0]

Raczka, Bob. 3-D ABC: A Sculptural Alphabet. Millbrook, 2007. [ISBN 978-0-7613-9456-3]

Thomas, Isabel. Sculpting. Heinemann Library, 2005. [ISBN 978-1-40346-921-2]

Thomas, Isabel. Sculptures. Heinemann Library, 2012. [ISBN 978-1-43295-017-0]

Wallace, Nancy Elizabeth., and Linda K. Friedlander. Look! Look! Look! at Sculpture. Marshall Cavendish, 2012. [ISBN 978-0-7614-6132-6]

Examples of Successful Student Outcomes
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